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Welcome to Year 2 

A big welcome back! I hope you all had a wonderful summer holidays and 

are refreshed and ready for the exciting year ahead. 

National Tests 

A reminder that these National Tests (SATs) take place for all Year 2 

children in May 2020. There will be a meeting in January with further 

information. 

Reading and the Y2 Reading Challenge 

Now the children are in Year 2 they are able to become more responsible for 

their own reading books.  The children will be told the colour box they can choose 

books from and can take up to 2 reading books a night.  (It is your child’s 

responsibility to change their books in the morning or during reading 

Sessions).   

The reading challenge has proven to be a great success.  Every time the children 

read to an adult 5 times over 7 days (Monday to Monday) at home and school and 

it is recorded in their reading records, they will get a sticker.   (Remember 

children, you don’t have to only read school books; emails, letters, instructions, 

recipes etc can be included).  Reading records will be checked each Monday. 

When the children have filled their bookmark, they will get a certificate 

presented in Monday assembly and get to pick a prize from the prize drawer. 

Happy reading! 

Spellings 

Spelling is a high priority in the National Curriculum and SATs.  We would 

encourage you to help in any way to improve your child’s spelling ability by 

practicing their spellings at home.  Please see a list of the Y2 spellings in your 

welcome pack. 

Handwriting 

The children will be continuing with Penpals handwriting and learning joins. Please 

encourage your child to form all their letters correctly and use these joins in any 

writing they do at home, but not to join letters they haven’t yet learned. 



 

 

Theme 

Our themes for this term are learning about Great and Ghastly Events 

starting with The Great Fire of London, The Gunpowder Plot and 

Remembrance (History focus). During the second half of the term our 

theme is Post a Pringle (Design and Technology). If you have any 

photographs, artefacts or anything of interest that we could display in 

our classroom, they would be most welcomed.   

Home Learning Project 

The home learning project this term will be linked to our Theme on The Great 

Fire of London.  The children can make anything from paintings to power points 

and cakes to collages.  Anything goes!   There will be a letter given out to the 

children nearer the time. 

Class Value 

As a church school we feel it is important that each class has a value that has 

been specifically chosen for them.  The value in Year 2 is Trust and will be 

explored in our class assembly times and also link to whole school Collective 

Worship.  Our overarching school value is Friendship. 

Bracken, Blue Bag and VIP treasure 

Bracken is a dog who visits one child every night.  Please look after him and 

encourage your child to write in his diary about what Bracken gets up to and 

remember to bring him back the following morning. Photographs and pictures are 

welcomed. 

If your child brings home Blue Bag, it is their turn to fill it with a maximum of 3 

things they would like to share with the rest of the class.  Please do not allow 

your child to bring anything to show unless they have Blue Bag. 

When your child is VIP, they can bring in a treasure to share with the class. It 

can be their favourite toy or something that has special memories for them.     

PE  

PE will take place every Friday afternoon. Please ensure your child has the 

correct indoor and outdoor PE kit and that all clothing and pumps are named.  

 

 



 

Homework 

Home learning tasks will be in the form of games (practical and online), 

research and investigations to be completed over several weeks.   If 

at any point specific homework is not given out, please continue to 

read with your child as often as possible and practice spellings, 

handwriting joins and number bonds to 20. 

Forest/Commando Joes 

Year 2 will have the opportunity to enjoy Forest Schools or Commando 

Joe’s (a half term of each per term) every Wednesday enhancing our 

curriculum. 

Full waterproofs are essential for Forest, as we get very muddy, and 

hats, gloves and extra layers are vital in winter.  Please ensure 

waterproofs and wellies are named and brought to school in a thick 

plastic bag.  

Visits and Trips 

As a school we aim to plan out of school learning every half term.  The estimated 

costs of the trips are detailed below: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Fire Station 

      No cost 

Kendal War 

Memorial 

     No Cost 

QKS – 

Gymnastics 

Festival - tbc 

£4 

 Dalton Zoo 

       £11 

County Hall 

       No cost 

Library 

      No cost 

 Ragtag Arts 

(Visit in school) 

  Recycling/Art 

          £5   

 
  Estimated 

total for the 

year - £20 

 

Please note the running of the trips are subject to the cost being covered by 

Parental contributions.  If you would like any information regarding payment plan 

cards for any visits, please see Ms Worthington at the office. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Promises 

As a school we are continuing with our 21 promises per year group.  These are 21 

tasks or activities that each class will take part in and complete during the year.  

Photographs and work will be put in a special Promises Journal and this will move up 

with the children during their time at school.  Please see a copy of the Year 2 

Promises in your welcome pack. 

Water bottles 

Please ensure your child has a named water bottle in class as the water 

fountain is the other side of school and it is not always convenient for 

the children to go in class time. 

Boxes of Hope 

Every year the children in Year 2 find out about this wonderful charity 

and make boxes within class to send to the children in Romania.  Please 

look out for further details of how you can help. 

If at any time during the year you have any questions or concerns, please do not 

hesitate to come and talk to me.  This can be done informally at the end of the 

school day, or, if more time is needed, by making an appointment. 

 

I look forward to working with you and your child and to an exciting and fun  

Year 2. 

 

Jo Hope 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                           Monday 29th April 2019 

Dear Parents,  

I hope you all had a wonderful Easter holidays and are refreshed and ready for 

the busy term ahead. 

SATs Reminder 

Thank you to all the parents who attended the information evening in January. At 

the end of May Y2 children will take Statutory Assessment Tests.  The children 

will be aware they are doing assessments but I do not refer to these as SATs.  

The tests are similar to the school assessments the children do every half term.   

Welcome 

We welcome Miss Mulvaney to Year 2 for the next 10 weeks on her final teaching 

placement. 

Maths 

TT Rock Stars – The children have now learnt multiplication (2, 5 10).  Have a go  

at TT Rock Stars at home.  The usernames and passwords are in the red home  

learning books.  We are also learning to tell the time to ¼ past and to the hour  

and will be using coins to find different amounts and change. 

 

Theme 

Our history theme for this term continues the Great and Ghastly Events we 

started in the Autumn Term.  We will be learning about the Titanic disaster, the 

Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II and the first moon landing.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

If you have anything at home that we could display in class, please bring it to 

school next week. Thank you. 

PE 

Just a reminder to please ensure your child has the correct kit for PE every 

Monday for outdoor PE with Mrs Alderson and that all clothing and pumps are 

named. Trainers may be brought to wear for outdoor PE.   

Forest 

Welcome back Miss Hayes.  Forest school will take place on Wednesday 

afternoons this term.  The children will be split into two groups and go out 

alternate weeks. Just a reminder about clothing. The children go out in most 

weather, and only stay in when it is too windy and dangerous, so please make sure 

your child is fully equipped. If anyone is available to support and help in Forest 

Schools every other week, your help will be greatly appreciated. 

 

If at anytime during the term you have any questions or concerns, please do not 

hesitate to come and talk to me.  This can be done informally at the end of the 

school day, or, if more time is needed, by making an appointment. 

 

 

Jo Hope 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


